
 Antigen test recommended.
 Wearing a mask around others is strongly recommended for anyone 2 years and older except when eating or sleeping.
 For spaces smaller than 400,000 cubic feet, a close contact is someone sharing the same indoor airspace for a cumulative total of
≥ 15 minutes over a 24-hour period during a confirmed case's infectious period. For spaces larger than 400,000 cubic feet, see
CDPH's close contact definition.
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COVID-19 Decision Tree for TK-12 Schools (11.15.22)

Person with
positive test

Isolate: First positive test or
symptom onset = Day 0

Stay home at least through Day 5. 

Staff MUST and students SHOULD
wear a mask when around others
until Day 11.

Stay home until symptoms
improve AND no fever for
24 hours (without fever-
reducing medication).

Wear a mask  when near
others until symptoms
resolve.

Isolate immediately
Get tested
Remain in isolation until
results are received

1.
2.
3.

NEGATIVE
TEST

POSITIVE
TEST

1

If unable to test  negative, or refusing
to test: Isolation can end on Day 11 if
no fever for at least 24 hours (without
fever-reducing medication).

1

2

Isolate immediately
and get tested

Recommend testing
within 3-5 days from last
exposure, unless had
COVID in last 30 days. 

Asymptomatic
students/children may
remain in school or
childcare

Isolate immediately and
get tested

Can return if test is
negative, symptoms
improve AND no fever for
at least 24 hours (without
fever reducing medication).

Follow
isolation

instructions

Close contact 3

Asymptomatic staff
may remain at work.

MUST test  within 3-5 days from
last exposure, unless had COVID
in last 30 days. 

MUST wear a mask  when near others
until Day 11 after exposure.

Can return if test is negative,
symptoms improve AND no fever
for at least 24 hours (without fever
reducing medication).

MUST wear a mask  whenever near
others until Day 11 after exposure.

POSITIVE/NO TEST

STUDENT
OR CHILDSTAFF

NEGATIVE
TEST

NEGATIVE
TEST

IF HAVE OR
DEVELOP
SYMPTOMS

IF HAVE OR
DEVELOP

SYMPTOMS

1 1

1

2

2

Symptomatic person,
NOT a close contact3

1

2

2

Individual can return before Day 11 if
they test negative at any point on or
after Day 5, symptoms improve AND
no fever for at least 24 hours (without
fever reducing medication).

SHOULD wear a mask
whenever near others until
Day 11 after exposure.

2

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-Isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Guidance-on-Isolation-and-Quarantine-for-COVID-19-Contact-Tracing.aspx

